Aug. 24, 2013 


Ovid Vickers 



Sir: 

- I was scratching through some old papers and came across this 1934 correspondence from people writing my 
grandfather W.C. Mabry about an opening at ECJC. There is also a telegram and letter from Pat Harrison about 
federal funds. 

You probably have more of this stuff than you could use in your history, but the college archives may have a 
drawer with enough room for it. At any rate, I submit it to your care. If it’s too trivial for any other use, feel free to 
bum it. 
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PAT HARRISON, MISS., CHAIRMAN 


WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH 
WALTER F. GEORGE, GA. 
DAVID I. WALSH, MASS. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 

TOM CONNALLY, TEX. 
THOMAS P. GORE, OKLA. 
EDWARD P. COSTIGAN, COLO. 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. 
f ENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. 
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. 
AUGUSTINE LONERGAN, CONN. 
HUGO L. BLACK, ALA. 

PETER G. GERRY, R. I. 
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA. 


JAMES COUZENS, MICH. 

HENRY W. KEYES, N. H. 

ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JR., WIS. 
JESSE H. METCALF, R. I. 

DANIEL O. HASTINGS, DEL. 

ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS. 


FELTON M. JOHNSTON, CLERK 


J£)i<x{e& J&entxle 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 


Gulfport, Miss., 
November 20, 1935. 


Mr. W. C. Mabry, 

Newton, 

Mississippi. 


Dear Mabry: 


I appreciate your letter of recent date, which 
has just come to my attention on ny return here from a 
trip up into N 0 rth Mississippi. 

I certainly appreciate the fine sentiments 
expressed in your letter, and was Sony I did not get 
to confer with you privately when I was at Newton. 

With best wishes. 



'5 








Heaton, Mississippi 
December 27, 1935* 


senator Pat Harrison, 
ashington, D* C* 


pear Senator Harrison: 


I know you are a busy man, and have no time to spend on 
matters of lesser importance, but I have a matter of considerable 
Interest to the people of this section of our state, shich , if 
possible, I shall appreciate you giving a few minutes personal 
attention* 

The proposition in mind is the question of securing the 
PA fluids for East Central Junior College located at Decatur* 

This institution is supported by five counties and some time ago 
at a meeting of the trustees ana supervisors from all these counties 
this move was unanimously Indorsed by all and a resolution to that 
effect was mailed to your office in 'Washington* 

It seems that some have the Idea that Federal funds are 
available,but that as chairman of the board of trustees, I am not 
pushing it as I should; and too, the impression seems to prevail 
that you, with your prestige in Washington could speak the word to 
"Tiie Powers that Be" that would "Turn the Trick" • 

About four hundred freshmen and sophomore students attend 
this school and they are greatly handicapped for the lack of room* 

If you can consistently do so, I believe it would be a worthy cause 
and also that it would build up "The Harrison stock" in this group 
of counties for you to have these funds allocated to this project. 

I am sure you are familiar with the proposition in question 
as I have been informed that some of the junior College men have 
conferred with you in regard to the matter* therefore, unnecessary 
for me to go into details at this time* 

I am writing tills letter in a suggestive spirit, and I 
you will receive it in that light and consider it for whatever 
may merit in your estimation* 

With kindest personal regards, and best wishes for you: 
future sticcess, I am,* *. 

Your friend. 


, **.c.:.:abry,£r. 
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In company with 'governor Elect White called on the president 
and other authorities relative allocation pwa funds for Junior 
colleges doing everything possible to secure favorable action 
at coming session 

* at Harrison US3 


THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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WHEREAS, a large number of students who are residents 
of L^ake County, ;Wiosfcssippi, have b.en attending the 
.Cast entral Junior College and Agricultural High School Q£ 
Decatur, iosi-sipoi, without oeing required by said institution 
to pay tuition therefor, and 

WHER AS, in tae establishment of Junior Colleges in 
Mississippi in 1928 and at other times, Leake County was 
allotted to and designated a part of the Last General Junior 
College Area, and a"gentleman* s agreement" was entered into that 
the other counties named in said area would, by an order 
entered by tne County Boards Of Education, join the county 
securing the location of tae college in the support of said 
college, and would urge the Boards of Supervisors to make 
a suitable Junior College maintenance lev., for the support 
of said college, and xfemtKaac 

WHEREAS, East Central Junior College has met every 
reasonable requirement made of it, ana has extended the 
facilities of the college to our boys and girls, without 
the support fund from Leake County, 

THEREFORE BE XT RESOLVED BY THI BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF LEAKE COJHTY, MISSI SIPP-I, in session at Carthage, in said 
state, that we now desire to join with Newton County, 
Mississippi, in the support and maintenance of East Central 
Junior College and Agricultural High School, and we hereby 
do join Has. said Newton County in the aarVd support and 
maintenance of said college and Agricultural High School, 
and we hereby request and urge that tne Board of Supervisors 
of Leake County, Mississippi, at their next regular tax levying 
meeting make and enter a suitable levy for the support and 
Maintenance of East Central Junior College and Agricultural 
High School, and that the millage of said levy be in such an 
amount as the Board of Supervisors may at that time fin x to be 
just and equitable, and as conditions will at that time warrant. 

Ordered by the Leake County Board of Education in regular 
session this June ltth, 1933. 


President 











MERIDIAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
MERIDIAN. MISS. 


Meridian, Mississippi, 
February 22nd, 1934. 


Hon. ¥. G. Mabry, Postmaster, 

Hewton, Mississippi. 

My dear Mr. Mabry: — 

I am informed that you are considering for the head of the 
Agricultural High School and Junior College, at Decatur, 

Mr. J. C. Hood, of Quitman, Mississippi. 

Permit me to state that I have known Mr. Hood for fifteen 
years and consider him one of our best qualified and most 
efficient school men. His experience has been broad and he has 
pulled two bad situations into first rank. 

Mr. Hood i3 a careful, painstaking, hard-working and thoroughly 
in touch with what constitutes a gdod school man, and would render 
you good service. 

While Mr. Hood has not been connected with a Junior College*s 
work, he is a hard worker and studies his job. He knows 
folks and can get along vrith them. His strongest point 
is in his showing to the student body his high ideals and 
the high standards for which young manhood stands. 

I shall be glad to answer any questions about Mr. Hood you \vould 
care to ask me. 




Wishing your Board much success, and with every good wish, I am. 


Yours very +wi1v 



HMl/S 





Clarksdale City Schools 

H. B. HEIDELBERG, SUPERINTENDENT 

Clarksdale, Mississippi 

February 22, 1954 


Mr. W. C. Mabry 
Newton, Mississippi 

My dear Mr. Mabry: 

I am taking the liberty of addressing you, without solicita¬ 
tion on your part, to recommend for the consideration of 
the Board of Trustees of the agricultural high school and 
junior college located at Decatur Mr. C. E. Hood, Super¬ 
intendent of Schools at Quitman. 


I have known Mr. Hood for a number of years and I am in 
position to have accurate information regarding his ability 
and success as a school man. I originally came from Clark 
County, in which Quitman is located, and, as I have returned 
there on visits from time to time ; I have secured first-hand 
and reliable information regarding Mr. Hood’s ability and 
character. He is held in high esteem by the people of Quit- 
man and Clark County. His standing among other school super¬ 
intendents is good. He is able, honest, sincere, aggressive, 
and has plenty of backbone in times of crisis. In my judgment, 
Mr. Hood would make an ideal superintendent, or president, 
of your institution. 


HBH/a 


Very sincerely yours, 




** 


* 

i 







CHOCTAW COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

H. A. FOWLER, Principal 

BUTLER, ALABAMA 

January 27, 1934 


Mr. Vi. C. Mabry 
Newton, Miss. 

Dear Mr. Mabry: 

# 

I an filing for real application with you for 
the super in tendency of the junior college located 
at Decatur, Miss. t your convenience I shall 
thank you to submit my application to the board 
for due consideration. 

In regard to salary, I presume it is the policy 
of the board to set the salary for each succeeding 
superintendent. I am, therefor, leaving this matter 
in the hands of your board, feeling sure that proper 
consideration will be given to it, and adjustments, 
if any, can be satisfactorily arranged. 

I aid enclosing a personal information sheet and 
testimonals, covering a part of my work in the schools 
of Alabama. t 

Thanking you for any consideration which your 
board may give to this application, I am 


Yours very truly, 



J> A. Fowler 


EAF/ns 
Jno. 







February 2Sth, 1934. 


deorgta of tEecfynolcgg 

Atlanta, da- 


My dear Sir:- • 

Your name has been handed me in connection with 
that of the East Central Junior College to which I am writing 


concerning vacancies which may occur in faculty in Mathematics. 

I hold M. A. (Duke 1930) and B. S. (Emory 1928) Degrees, end 

foj? the years 1930-31—32 was Instructor in *“*at lematics w.t 

the Georgia rSehool of Technology, since that time having 

studied at Princeton University. I am writing the Superintendent 

of the College arid am sending you similar 14st o± references. 


Thanking you for your attention, 1 am, 


Truly yours, 



223 Highland Avenue, 


TO: 


Toccoa, Georgia. 


Mr. W. C. Mahrv, 


Newton, Miss 



Graduate Courses in Mathematics taken at Duke University 
rhile a Teaching Assistant in the Mathematics Deoartnent 
during the year 1929-30 and summer of 1930:- 

Advanced Calculus - Prof. Elliott and Prof. Hickson. 

Analytical Mechanics - Prof. Collins. 

Functions of a Complex Variable - Prof. Robison. 

Integral Equations and Differen ial Systems - Prof. Elliott. 
Thesis completed and accepted. All grades very sa isfactory. 
Academic Year 1928-29 Teacher of Science and Engl1st at Emory 
University Academy. Oxford, Georgia. 


Academic sears 
in athematics 
Graduate Courses in 


1930-31 and 1931-32 were spent as Instructor 

achnology. 


":eoai t. ient of Georgia School of Te 


mathematics taken at Princeton University 


as member of the Graduate College during tb- 
Algebra - Prof ledderburn. 


O S O _ • 


Tensor Analysis - Prof. Thomas. 

Functions of a heal Variable - ~rof• Church and :, rof. Hille. 
Continuous Groups - Dean. L. P . is nhardt. 

Grades were satisfactory in pil work taken. 


COPY 


Is.y 25, 1932. 


This is to certify that "r. H. ’"lot Cox has 
in oath, at Ggs. lech fir the years 1930-31,31-32. 
been satisfactory and is leav: .g only because the 
force is being reduce*'- for next year. 

Tr ery truly yourr , 

FLOYD 1'JELI . Prof. 


bfeen Instructor 
His vork has 
teaching 


of -nth. 


Pro 1 . ri. 
of ■‘■ech. 
capable 
v 1th the 
agrees VP 


k. FULLER, in charge ox Freshman Courses, Ga . School 
, states* "V-e found hr. Cox prom :>t, industriuos and 
in fulfill ‘ ng Ms duties while; here. He has cooperated 
Department in every v;&y possible and has proven himself 
e find cour^ ;ous at all timer . 


COPY March 3, 1929. 

To v ho n It ay Concern* 

This is to certify the Mr. ri. . Cox has been with Emory 
University Academy since Tentember 1928. 

During his stay here he hrs won the respect, love and 
confidence of faculty and students. 

lifs strength as a teacher seems to lie in his thorough 
knowledge of Mathematics. 

I consider Mr. Cox a very fine young man. His disposition 
Is fine, indeed, and he cooperates in every form of school life. 

Thanking you? for any favors to him, I am 

Yours trjjly, 

A. Vi. REES, °rinci ial, 

Emory University Academy. 


I ..TERENCES: - Dr. V. A. Elliott, Dr. E. R. C. I lies, and 

Dr. A. 0. Hickson of Duke University, Durham, No. Ca. 

Prof. Douglas Rumble and Dr. K. F. ersick of 
Emory University, Emory University, Georgia. 


































July 18th, 1932* 


Mr* M* 1, Morehead, Assistant, 
State Superintendent of Education, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 


Dear Sir* 

IS REi Boarding Students-Agricultural High 
School-Junior College. 

I have your inquiry of the 15th Inst*, which is 

as follows* 

"Where an Agricultural High School—Junior College 
is supported by a tax levy from two oi-aore coun¬ 
ties, who has a right to demand an auait of the ac¬ 
counts of the boarding department and the inciden¬ 
tal accounts of said schoolj the board of trus¬ 
tees of the school, or board of supervisors of the 
county in which the school is located, or the 
hoards of supervisors of all the supporting coun¬ 
ties?" 

axxiiJu.o* 

Agricultural High Schools and Junior colleges are 
supported by taxation and from appropriations of public funds, 
but none of the public funds can be used by such institutions 
for the purpose of supporting or boarding students. 

The board of students is a private affair and, while 
under certain conditions a dormitory may be erected whereat 
students canhave an opportunity to procure board, yet, no part 
of the public funds can be used to pay any part of such beard of 
such students. Since the bearding of students in dormitories 
of Agricultural High Schools—Junior Colleges becomes a pri¬ 
vate affair and is controlled by a contract between the board- 
Ingstudent and the person furnishing board, neither the trustees 
of the school, nor the board of supervisors of the county where 
the school is located has any authority over or any connection 
with the boarding of such students. No part cf the money paid 
for board by any student belongs to the public, therefore, 
neither the board of trustees nor the board of supervisors, as 
representatives of the public, have any authority to direct an 
audit of the accounts of aajt perser boarding students at such 
institutions. If a profit is made, it belongs to the party 
furnishing board and not to the institution. 

Ycursvery truly, 

GREEK I*. RICE, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

r '/W. h ^77/ _ 
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STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 


STATION A 

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI 


OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR 


Dec. 27, 1933 


Hon. W. C. Mabry, 
ewton, Mississippi. 

Dear Mr. Mabry 

I have learned that there might be a change made at the Junior College 
at Decatur this year, so in the event of a change, I shall like to 
mention to you again the name of a young man that I talked to you 
about once before. The young man that I have in mind is Robert Weems. 

In the first place, I wish it understood that I am just interested in 
this matter as I am interested in the whole junior college program. If 
I could see you, I could discuss many things that I cannot write. I do 
not want it to appear that I am trying to defeat someone in order to 
get someone else elected. I have a very keen interest in Decatur, first 
because it is my home school; second, I have friends connected with the 
school; and third, I want Decatur to take rank with the other junior 
colleges of the state. 

There are several reasons why I am interested in Weems going to 
Decatur if you make a change. As I see the situation, the whole program 
must be rebuilt. It is going to take a man with wide experience to 
set the program up. Robert, due to the fact that he has wide experience 
in the schoolroom, as county superintendent, trustee, superintendent of 
of a large consolidated high school, is well trained to make a strong 
man for the place. 

Mr. Weems stands high with the school men of the state. He has many 
contacts with the colleges of the state. He has a wide aquaintance in 
the four counties composing the junior college district. His training 
in college is of the highest type. He is a schoolman from the stand¬ 
point of scholarship. I feel like he is as well fitted as anyone you 
may consider. He would be able to appeal to all factions because 
people have confidence in Robert Weems. 

Confidentially, our institution will look with favor on the elevation 
of this coming young man. Of course, our institution is not going to 
take a hand in the matter, but we are very proud of Mr. Weems. 

•With kindest personal regards, I remain, 


Respectfully 







STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

J. B. GEORGE, President 

HATTIESBURG, MISS. 
February 21, 1934 


Mr. W. C. Mabry 
Newton, Mississippi 

Dear Mr. Mabry: 

I understand that Mr. Martin L. Biley is an 
anplicant for the position as president of the Decatur 
Junior College. 

I would like personally to recommend Mr. Riley 
for this nosition. Bor three years he was my associate 
in the history department at State Teachers College, and 
I found him not only efficient in his work but continually 
improving himself* -although he acted in the capacity of 
a teacher, 1 believe Mr. Riley is especially qualified to 
hold an administrative nosition. He is congenial, enthusias¬ 
tic, level-headed and a hard worker. 

At the present time Mr. Riley is finishing the 
requirements for his Ph. D. at Louisiana State University. 

I believe you will make no mistake in selecting him to 
head your school. 

Tith every good wish for the continued success 
of the oneration of your college,, I am 




Cordially vours, 

J 


son 

History Uepartnoit 
e'chers College 





J. C. ROBERTS 


ATT Q R N EY-AT- LAW 


CLEVELAND, MISS. 


Ifeb. 22, 1934 


Mr. W. C. Mabry, 

Chairman Board of Trustees 
East Central Junior College 
Newton, Mississippi. 

Dear Sir: 

I have yours of the 20th, and I am replying at the earliest 
date possible, as I was in Jackson on yesterday and returned 
late last night. 

Mr. J. C. 'Windham was the Superintendent of the Cleveland Con¬ 
solidated School for a period of about fourteen years, and de¬ 
veloped one of the best consolidated schools in the State. 

During this period of time there arose certain objections to 
him as will occur to most vigorous school men. And there also 
arose certain rumors about the friendship of Mr. Windham for 
one of the lady teachers, and although the Board recognized 
him as a first class school superintendent in every respect, 
all the conditions taken together, seemed to justify a change. 

As Chairman of the Board for practically the whole period while 
Mr. Windham was in Cleveland, I made every effort possible to 
assist him in securing another place, and in this effort, I 
was joined by at least two other members of the Board. 

The rumors above referred to may or may not have been justified, 
but the Board acted for what it considered at that time the 
best interest of the school without any desire to do Mr. Wind¬ 
ham any harm. And the fact that we made every effort possible 
to assist him in securing another school should indicate the 
impression the rumors made. I do not think that you can secure 
a better school man in the State of Mississippi. 


Yours very truly 


JCR :L 









Jackson, Miss. 
February 19, 1934 


Mr. . G. Mabry, 
Newton, Miss. 


Dear Friend: 

I understand that you are one of the Trustees of the Decatur 
Junior College and that you plan to elect a new President for that Insti¬ 
tution next Friday. 

This letter is to endorse the application which has been made 
by my friend, Martin L. Riley for the Presidency of this Institution. I 
served in the Legislature with Riley for eight years and I have been inti¬ 
mately connected with him and associated with him during the period since 
that time. He has had quite a lot of training and unusual experience, being 
a graduate of the State Teachers College at Hattiesburg, received his M. A. 
Degree from Feabody College, and has been a student in Louisiana State Uni¬ 
versity from the summer of 1932, planning to complete his P.H. D. Degree. 

He taught school in Union County, was also Professor of History at State 
Teachers College, and has been instructor of Education at L. S. U. 

Riley served in the World War, and, as I said before, was a member 

of the Legislature, as well as a Director of Summer normals ir various places. 

He is a farm lad and has considerable farm experience. 

With all of these things he is a capable, able, honest, intelligent 

and loyal man and I believe he would make an excellent man for the presidency. 


y 



Lieutenant-Governor 


DM:b 
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^SMITH-HUGHES}^ 

J.O. SNOWDEN. SUPERINTENDENT 


•iCwcebale — - jHiasissippi 

Petrnary £1, lyo4' 

i„r.7/. C. jja* bj ' ■ 1 ' 

' arvo on, Lississi pi 
.y <h . . ’ r„ : 

I noticed in the paper that you .were going to select a new 
suoeriut andetft for t.io Junior College at Decatur. I did i*ot 
■ 

communicated earlier. 

I am placing my application for this position, and I am 

..lit dful of uespCiui: i Hit y of P-a.cc. I feel cOiitur: 

that I a-t in position to do more for the school under tue 

present conditions that)*. pract ioally anyo 

select. I am prepared for the work, I will finish t.: 

requirements tfor my faster r s degree at Duke Ur:|vers: 

suit*, er. I v;an[ in school there last su... . . I are also uf ~ c .e 

-ork at th Ifni • rsity of north Carolina. School Administration 

major 'subject , I have had experience as an executive in that 
I am,at present, superintendent of a school with an enrollment of 
456 students. I have’ had five years of successful teaching, 
r ur -in. an/ super int cadent all ' 4 i . t ;:t, .1 expe ’ .ice is 

seven years. I am thirty-three years of age, married ‘and in 
splendid health. 

ap ; . - -, l r - f i.;, school at Decatur and there is 

no w d fo: me n tell you h e a. toe]. . it I .."e P. \ school. 


t" • 


* 


v r 
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-#{ SMITH-HUGHE S>^ 

J. O. SNOWDEN, Superintendent 


finttbnlz ~ ~ ~ 'Mizzitaipyi 



dead lf.-.vl test in true honorable service. I nut known to t. e 
people w.i 0 rend students t .• t li6 1, and I Relieve that I 

ie ability to secure and hold the confidence of the people. 

I c. . tl ink of .... on or that 1 v;o .Id appreciate ud try harder to 
i.;erit that the onor of becoming t. e .ead of tme school that has 
ue .nt ro ..lUeijj. to o, Tlr/t is one posit ioi ..t 11 c ■ Id. Ip 

'abl, fill wit u tiring dr, ,1 service. 

Mr. mabry, I shall greatly appreciate e nyt ing % 
f , r : ,;8, i r. . .11 t . n very v.iucr if you will present t .ir 

application for is, I sh* 11 .-o ;1 .d to net wit- t e rorc o. r 
t i...e you desire, if by phance you do not e..cct Fridaj . 

Wit' personal regards to . ou I reaain 




. P 


th 


0. S. 


* 


V. *\ 









